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WE-RISE main goal is to empower underrepresented female 

entrepreneurs in Greentech, AgriTech, and Climate Tech, through 

a strategic blend of funding and tailored support. 

The project aims to amplify the market presence of high potential 

women-led startups, particularly from emerging European 

economies.



VC firm focused on 

deep tech, working 

closely with the 

ventures to 

support 

entrepreneurs to 

become 

investment ready 

and scale their 

business

https://fasttrack.vc

Pre-seed VC 

Investment Fund

for Climate Tech 

startups

https://www.usegforce.com

Financial Advisory 

and Strategic 

Business 

Consultancy 

Company

Connecting actors 

in the startups and 

finance arena

https://toroventures.com

Non-profit 

organization 

committed to 

fostering 

entrepreneurship, 

advancing cleantech 

and promoting 

digitalisation

https://ssmtp.lt/en/

French Public 

Investment Bank

https://www.bpifrance.com

Consortium Partners

https://fasttrack.vc/
https://www.usegforce.com/
https://toroventures.com/
https://ssmtp.lt/en/
https://www.bpifrance.com/


Target

100%
Women-Led & Deeptech
Startups

60%
Moderate & Emerging 
European countries



AgriTech Greentech Climate Tech

Sectors

• Enhance agricultural practices,

• Improve productivity, sustainability, 

and efficiency,

• Reduce the environmental impact, 

including the impact on biodiversity...

Ex : precision farming, smart irrigation, 

alternative proteins, vertical farming, and bio-

based solutions, etc.

• Promote environmental sustainability,

• Improve resource efficiency,

• Reduce negative ecological impacts. 

Ex : renewable energy, energy efficiency, 

circular economy, sustainable materials, water 

conservation, and waste management

• Mitigating climate change,

• Reducing carbon emissions,

• Enhancing climate resilience.

Ex : carbon capture, climate-smart 

infrastructure, climate finance, and 

nature-based solutions that align with the 

EU Green Deal objectives



WE-RISE journey

40
women-led startups supported

1.2M €
distributed

2
7 months



Women-led startup

A company, compliant with the SME definition provided by the EU, with a woman as CEO,

CTO, or CSO at the time of application.

Eligibility criteria

Sector
Greentech, AgriTech, and Climate Tech.

Deep-tech startup
The startup must show evidence of development of advanced and disruptive
technologies.

Founding year
The company should have been legally registered before January 1st, 2025.



Eligibility criteria

Origin of startup or founder: 

The company must be legally established in EU Member States or Associated Countries to 

Horizon Europe. 

Preference will be given to moderate and emerging innovator countries (60%).

Applicants shall meet eligibility requirements for the entire program duration. 

Transversal Criteria - Meet at least one

• Maturity: Product-market-fit with TRL 6-8 and validated by initial clients.

• Funding stage: The company has raised at least 300.000€ in public or private funding. 



Startups selected in the first Open Call – Phase 1
Phase 2: 10 startups awarded with 50k



European Network of Gender-
Conscious Investors



Project Goals
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WomenINvestEU brings together leading players from across the 
investment supply chain with the common goal of increasing 
gender-focused investing, enabling many more women-led 
businesses to access investment across Europe. 

This new European Network offers Angels, investors in VC and PE
the chance to build new connections, share knowledge and 
experience, improve their skills and develop good practice 
solutions.

Implementing Partners:
A blue and black logo

Description automatically generated

A yellow text on a black background

Description automatically generated

A logo with blue text and stars

Description automatically generated

https://www.eura-ag.com/en/
https://www.bpifrance.com/
https://www.businessangelseurope.com/
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Project  Goals

Connect Educate

▪ Establish a Code of Good 
Practice to support 
gender focused investing 
across Europe;

▪ Disseminate and collect 
signatures for the Code of 
Good Practice to promote 
its sustainability.

Impact

▪ Organize networking and 
matchmaking events to 
connect key players from 
across the Investment 
supply chain;

▪ Create new links and co-
investment opportunities 
across EU regions, sectors 
and themes.

▪ Create a space for members 
to share insights, experiences, 
knowledge and good 
practices in gender-smart 
investing.

▪ Access new skills and training 
resources to support female 
investors in their pathway in 
Angel or VC investing. 
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Date Topic / Vertical

June  2025 HealthTech

September 2025 Digital

November 2025 Impact (including Social 
Innovation, EduTech, 
Environmental solutions, 
renewable energy or housing

February 25th 
2026

Desing in Fashion, Circularity

April 2026 Sustainability
May 2026 Healthtech

Date Format Topic

May 2025 Physical Women in Deeptech –
side event of Wolf 
Summit, Warsaw

June 4th 
2025

Online 1st Online Knowledge 
Exchange Session

October 
2025

Physical Engaged Investments in 
Prague

November 
2025

Physical Side event of Slush 
Summit, Helsinki

March 2026 Hybrid Side event of Hello 
Tomorrow, Paris

April 2026 Online TBC

June 2026 Online TBC

Matchmaking   timeline:: Networking   timeline::
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▪ Project website: https://women-investeu.ec.europa.eu/

▪ Bi-monthly newsletter

▪ Follow-us on social media channels 

▪ Share with us your content 

17

Communication boost:

Scan the QR code to subscribe to 
WomenINvestEU Newsletter

https://women-investeu.ec.europa.eu/
https://women-investeu.ec.europa.eu/
https://women-investeu.ec.europa.eu/


18

Call is open for:
- Environmental solutions (e.g. energy efficient platforms, electric 
transportation)
Clean and renewable energy (e.g. geothermal power replacing 
fossil fuels, solar panels)
Agritech (e.g. sustainable farming solutions)
Decarbonisation solutions (e.g. carbon capture, green hydrogen, 
solutions for decarbonisation of energy-intensive industries)
Circular Economy & Resource Efficiency (e.g. recycling and 
composting systems, waste-to-energy solutions, critical raw 
materials)

Selected participants should be:
- women-led or have a woman co-founder;
- based in the European Union;
- companies developing disruptive, impactful solutions with a     
competitive advantage in the market;
- seed and series A investment stages. .

13 March 2026 – Deadline for applications



Follow us



Building a Next Generation of Business Angels

Upcoming: online MOOC platform: 
How to become Business Angel 

Bridging the gender gap: Women remain 
underrepresented in angel investing due to 
factors such as traditional gender biases, limited 
access to networks, and a historical lack of role 
models in the field. Initiatives like ESIL are 
addressing this disparity head-on, promoting 
gender diversity, providing mentorship and 
creating pathways for more women to enter the 
investment landscape. By involving women, the 
ecosystem benefits from a wider range of 
insights, decision-making approaches, and 
industry expertise, all of which are crucial for 
driving innovation and sustainable growth.



OTHER EU FUNDED PROJECTS 
AND INITIATIVES TO FOLLOW 



provides women with equal opportunities, resources and support to thrive

helpdesk@womentecheurope.euwomentecheurope.eu womentecheu womentecheurope



What is Women TechEU? 

- A 2-year EU-funded project supporting women leading deep tech startup companies from Europe and Associated

Countries. Current project is finishing in 5/2026 – continuation of the action expected.

- Its mission is to create a more gender-balanced entrepreneurship ecosystem. Diversity drives innovation, and they

provide women in deep tech with more opportunities, resources, and support

- The project launches 4 calls for applications over the span of 2 years which, following a rigorous evaluation process,

will result in a total of 160 beneficiaries supported.

- 75 000 € funding per selected startup + coaching, mentoring, soft skill training, support with investor outrzach and

pitch preparation





Before reaching MVP stage: IMPORTANT!









Webpage: epic-x.eu





Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union
or the European Innovation Council and SMEs Executive Agency (EISMEA). Neither the European Union nor EISMEA can be held responsible for them.

HER FUND



OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT

32

HER FUND aims at fostering knowledge-sharing and
synergies between gender-conscious innovation
stakeholders in order to support the next generation of
women-led startups and companies.

The HER FUND project relies on 4 main objectives



HER FUND KEY INITIATIVES
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HER FUND 
TRAINING
Applications opening soon
Start May 2025

HER FUND 
GUIDELINES 
Available on website

HER FUND 
WEBINARS
New Series to start March 2025
Programme & registration soon available

HER FUND 
COACHING & MENTORING
To be launched Autumn 2025

HER FUND TALKS

Podcast Series
Available on website

HER FUND 
NEWS
Quarterly Newsletter
Flash News to stay up to date

HER FUND 
EVENTS

Networking, Match-making, Info
Registrations 2025 opening soon  

HER FUND 
DIGITAL PLATFORM
A one-stop-shop for 
support & connection
Now available!



Follow them!
InstagramWebsite LinkedIn

Anncharlotte.Joubert@gmail.com

mailto:Anncharlotte.Joubert@gmail.com
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WEBPAGE: https://supernovas.eitcommunity.eu/

https://supernovas.eitcommunity.eu/


There are three prize categories:

•In the EIC Women Innovators category, three prizes of EUR 100 000, EUR 70 000 and EUR 50 000 are awarded to the three highest-

ranked applications;

•In the EIC Rising Innovators, three prizes of EUR 50 000, EUR 30 000 and EUR 20 000 are awarded to the three highest-ranked 

applications from promising ‘Rising Innovators’ under the age of 35.

•The EIT Women Leadership Award, awarded to exceptional women leaders from the EIT Community. The winner is awarded EUR 50 

000, and two runners-up are awarded EUR 30 000 and EUR 20 000 respectively.

/// Eligible applicants can only apply to one category. The winners are chosen by an independent expert jury.

WEBPAGE: https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en
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